
Term 1 2022
3 February to 14 April

Thu 14 April
Last day of Term 1 

Sat 30 April
Lions Club - Paddys Market

Mon 2 May
First day of Term 2 

Tue 17 May
Yr 7 & 8 Immunisations

Every Monday (1-3pm) - Dr Campbell
Every Thursday (11am-2pm) - Public 

Health Nurse
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Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio

Congratulations...
Malachi Laird and Kabree Kopa 

Head Students for 2022

www.piopio.school.nz

Principal / Tumuaki
Rakesh Govind

All enquiries
9am - 3pm

07 877 8173/0800 240 173
admin@piopio.school.nz

Library Hours
Wed 9am - 3pm
(Term time only)

library@piopio.school.nz

Tena koutou katoa
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou
Ko maaua teenei ngaa tuakana o te Kaareti o Piopio 
Noo maaua anoo te honore 
Kua whakawhiwhi maaua te tuunga piriwheke
Hari koa ana te ngaakau,he kawenga hoki moo maaua kia hiki i te kaupapa
Ko Kahuwera te Maunga
Ko Mokau te Awa 
Ko Napinapi te Marae
Ko Ngaati Maniapoto te Iwi
Ko Ngaati Paretekawa te Hapuu
Ko Tainui te Waka
Ko Jess raaua ko Tania ooku maatua
Ko Malachi Laird toku ingoa

It’s an absolute honor for Kabree and I to be given this responsibility of head students 
in 2022. We will work to the best of our ability to uphold the values of our kura and 
be good role models for our teina.I hope to inspire the young athletes to always work 
towards bettering themselves and  the academics to stay focused and achieve the best 
that they can.



We say farewell to 2 of our Staff  

As the Term draws to a close Piopio College has received the resignation of two much valued staff 
members, Ms Amy Hely and Mrs Marina Rauputu

Amy Hely has been on Maternity leave since the birth of her  daughter Ella.  Ms 
Hely was due to return to work at the beginning of Term 2 2022.  However, she 
has decided to tender her resignation from her full time position of Head of 
Faculty for Technology and Art at Piopio College.

Ms Hely joined the staff in April 2015 as a classroom teacher, she was quickly 
appointed  as the Dean of Year 7 & 8 in January 2017, as it was apparent that 
her skills in pastoral care were a real strength. 

With the retirement of Sue Draper in 2019, she took over as Head of Technology and held the position of 
Head of Faculty in 2021.

We thank Ms Hely for her hard work, reflected in her organisation and preparation in her roles as 
classroom teacher and professional leader as well as for her great empathy with our students.

Ms Hely brought a “It is what it is” philosophy to any challenges and looked for the best solutions.  She 
has not closed the door to possible relief work and part time work in the near future and so we look 
forward to hearing her infectious laugh echoing from the staffroom in times to come.

2016 - Spanish  dining

2019 - Junior Prizegiving

2018 - Junior Speeches

2019 - Orientation Day



Marina Rauputu's association with Piopio College spans its entire existence and she has 
now tended her resignation.  

Mrs Rauputu  first took up a position at Piopio Primary School in 1975 and started at the 
College in 1977 teaching a Year 7 Homeroom class and Year 9 Music. She quickly took 
on areas of responsibility, including Y7-10 Curriculum Linkage, Assistant Principal and 
Deputy Principal, where she was always an integral part of the Senior Leadership Teams 
she participated in.

Mrs Rauputu  has proven herself to be a most adaptable and innovative teacher in her long years of Service at 
Piopio College.  She has worked alongside six appointed Principals and  taught most subjects within the 
curriculum at some point.  She has readily undertaken an extensive array of initiatives all with the purpose of 
enhancing the learning outcomes for students and incorporating the different learning styles and interests of our 
diverse clientele.

Working  with the community  in the  implementation of The  Tu Tangata  Programme and a  Year 9 and 10 
Homeroom in the then newly acquired Mokauiti room that students had to apply to become part of, are exam-
ples of 
successfully engaging our learners.

Mrs Rauputu has always appreciated the importance of forming learning relationships outside the classroom, 
hence her work on the  3-Day Journeys - especially a visit to Tawhiti Museum, Hawera, and assisting in the 
running of a Master Chef workshop and competition, as well as joining  Bill Burnell and other staff to run Year 11 
Study Camps at Kawhia and Year 9 Gribbon Road camps at Mahoenui.

The field trips for the Agriculture students, to field days, shearing sheds, to work with cattle, sheep, llamas or 
horses to  learn about pests,  to build  fences etc  are  examples  of  Mrs  Rauputu's  determination  to  provide 
authentic learning experiences and relationships for her students.  Her bus driver experience certainly came in    
handy in these out of school events. 

Mrs Rauputu worked to bring Agriculture alive within the school grounds, Quad Bike training, Chainsaw courses, 
First Aid courses, working with her students in the school gardens, Tractor Safety, Fencing and a Butchery Course 
are all examples of the experiences she had delivered on-site.

Mrs Rauputu has role modeled to us all what it is to be a lifelong learner.   She was always looking for opportu-
nities to upskill.  She undertook professional reading, attended a 10 week retraining course in Mathematics at 
Auckland Teachers College so that Piopio College had a skilled teacher in the latest Mathematics Curriculum and 
undertook further ALIM training recently to upskill the rest of our staff.

In her final two years at Piopio College, Marina was appointed as  an 'Across Schools Teacher' in the Waitomo  
Kahui Ako and was actively leading  Professional Development and networking for all of the learning institutions 
in the Waitomo area.

After a short  break in Taranaki she returned to Piopio College in 2012 as a Relief Teacher which soon developed 
back into teaching Agricultural and Horticultural Science, Junior Mathematics and Y9 Science which are the 
subjects that have dominated her teaching Programme. In the same year Mrs Rauputu renewed her position as 
Specialist Classroom Teacher, using her time to work alongside new teachers and those wanting to improve their 
own pedagogy within the College. In 2014 Mrs Rauputu  picked up  the oversight and delivery of The Star/Gate-
way Programme that has helped our Senior Students investigate their potential Vocational Pathways.

Mrs Rauputu has served as the Staff Representative on the Board of Trustees for a number of years and was the 
inaugural staff rep during the Tomorrow Schools era and then again more recently from 2013 - 2017.

Mrs Rauputu comments that always the most rewarding parts of the job have been the student success stories 
and the collegiality and friendship of the staff.

Mrs Rauputu has made an outstanding contribution to all aspects of Piopio College for over forty five years, she 
has left her mark on sometimes three generations of a family. Her legacy will be long remembered.  We wish her 
well in a very much deserved break from Piopio College and thank her for all she has done.

go to next page for 1 or 2 snaps from over the years



2016: Ag class - Bull sale

2016: Matariki

2018: Mr B's camp site sign 
unveilled

2013: Year 7 
Science - Pea 
planting

2013: Year 12 Ag Field trip

2012: Year 9 Gribbons 
Road camp

2016: Powhiri

2018: Year 11 
Te Kauri Lodge 
camp

2018: PPC Young Farmers 
Club

1 or 2 snaps from over the years.....



From the Principal's desk

Kia ora koutou katoa

As we come to the end of the first term it is my pleasure to thank the staff 
and students who have been incredible in dealing with the challenges that 
Covid-19 presented throughout the term. 

Over the previous two years I was part of the Ministry of Education office in 
Auckland. In my role as a Senior Education Advisor, I was able to support school 

principals and Boards of Trustees through the challenges in 2020 and 2021. However, now experienc-
ing this in my new role as a principal, I can see how much you have all had to endure. Thank you all 
for doing what you have to look after our young people and each other. Whānau and our community 
should be very proud of the way that we have been able to stay resilient at a very difficult time for 
many of our communities across New Zealand. I am very proud to have joined this wonderful commu-
nity and this term has only reinforced that feeling for me. 

As we head into the first school holidays it is with great pleasure that we acknowledge the appoint-
ment of our two head students for 2022. Kabree Kopa and Malachi Laird. Both students are superb 
role models and we as a school are very fortunate to have the opportunity to have such remarkable 
young people here at Piopio College. They now face the enjoyable task of bringing our senior student 
leadership team together and we look forward to the wonderful mahi that they will bring to our 
school and community. 

Winter sports programmes have commenced and I am pleased to note the level of participation of 
our students and their whānau around the school. I would encourage all students to contribute where 
they can and I know from experience that what you put in to your time at school you will receive back 
with more and more opportunities for growth and experience.

A very big thank you to all staff for the incredible work this term under trying circumstances.  You have 
been amazing and your efforts have been greatly appreciated.
 
Over the next two weeks, my message to all students and staff is to take some well-deserved time to 
look after yourselves and make the most of spending time with your whānau and friends this holiday 
period. Take time to recharge and reset as we focus on teaching and learning in term two and beyond. 

“Kāhore taku toa I te toa takitahi, he toa takitini”
(We cannot succeed without the support of those around us)

Ngā mihi nui
Rakesh Govind
Principal

Best wishes to the new parents-to-be
Mr and Mrs Muraahi!

 

We look forward to meeting your new baby 
very soon.  You will SO be missed here! 

(maybe baby can come to school too?)



Rakesh Govind   Principal / Senior Leadership Team (SLT) 
Louise Sheeran  Deputy Principal / SLT / Year 11 Mentor / Principals Nominee 
Donna Russell  Acting Assistant Principal / SLT / HOF Technology and Arts 
Ben Draper   Specialist Classroom Teacher / Physical Education / Outdoor Recreation  
Gina Draper   HOF Physical Education and Health / Sports Coordinator
Lucy Thomas   HOF Science & Mathematics    
Annerien Stockhoff  HOF Languages and Humanities    
Leigh Anselmi   HOF Year 7 & 8 / Homeroom Y8 / Online Learning
Tania Taitoko   Te Ao Māori / Te Reo Maori Teacher     
Sandeep Kishore  Hard Materials Technology / BCITO / Design & Visual Communication
Susie McKee  Art / Horticulture & Agriculture  
Anu Priya   Mathematics                
Ashley Muraahi  Homeroom Y7
Mandi Butler   Homeroom Y8 
Michelle Carter Homeroom Year 7 (Long term Relieving)
Mandi Barnsdall Reliever 
Lynette Perrett Teacher Aide / SENCO Administration
Joanne Taitoko Teacher Aide / Librarian
Alida Baker   Principal’s Assistant/ Administration
Nikki Thomas  Financial Administration Officer
Noėlle Turner  Assistant Sports Coordinator / Arts Coordinator / Lab Technician
Jojo Taitoko  Office, Gateway & Wintec Administration / Publicist / Online Communications
Ian Small  Caretaker
Alaina Matthews Cleaner

Piopio College Staff - 2022
a chance to put a face to the name...



STORY STARTER
She had found it lying alone, deserted, abandoned in the attic. After making the discovery, Anna had gazed 
and marvelled at it for some time. Where had it come from? Why had no dust settled upon it, as it had 
done over everything else that resided in her attic? A layer of the thick dust blanketed the attic floor, and 
as the sunlight glared through the attic windows, the dust particles yet to settle were illuminated as they 
hovered in the stuffy air. Yet, the mirror was flawless, untouched by age, not a fingerprint in sight.

Anna propped the mirror upon the thick, timber beams of the attic floor. Settling down into a comfortable 
position, she tentatively placed a finger against the glass….
 

 

… then as soon as she did, a face came through the mirror, a boy. The boy had grey hair cover-
ing one side of his face like he was hiding something and his nose was bleeding non-stop. He 
started to talk but his words were different and weird as if he was casting a spell of sorts. Suddenly, 
the mirror started to glow with a purple light and Anna got sucked in.
 
Anna stuttered “w…w…where am I” and started freaking out. The odd boy came out of the 
shadow in the corner of the room with his nose still dripping with blood. He replied “our hideout”.  
Anna was scared and confused.  “What do you mean our hideout?”. 
 
All of a sudden several people came out of the front entrance arguing and fighting but instead 
of normal fighting they were shooting fireballs, lighting strikes until someone with a sword sliced 
through the magic. Anna screamed, “what the hell is going on here!?”. The room went silent 
except for the sound of footsteps coming from upstairs and what sounded like a sword dragging 
along the ground screeching. A big loud voice boomed overhead “what the hell are you guys 
doing down there”.  
 
Written by Hanataua Bodger-Kearns, Yr 8
 
 

… The moment her finger touched the glass, A wave of pain flew over her like a freight train. It felt 
as if her brain had been pierced with 1000 needles all at once. Yet it only lasted 3 minutes before 
she fell to the ground, Her head making a thump as it hit the hard metal floor. 
 
Anna jolted awake remembering what happened before scanning the room, Lookng every-
where as her heart thumped hard and fast in her chest. She took a few deep breaths and looked 
at the mirror. ‘What had it just done to me?’ Anna thought to 
herself, Wiping the sweat off her forehead. She looked at the mirror climbing back down the 
steps, Her legs shaking slightly.

go to page 6

creative writing at its best!creative writing at its best!
Here are two examples from students in Year 8 - Learning online they were asked to continue the story, 
'The Mirror in the Attic'



from page 5

Anna decided to call her doctor, Dialling the number. Nobody answered. She found this strange 
and decided to text her doctor instead, Hoping to get a response. There was none. She passed it 
off and looked out the window. She stared for a moment and 
furrowed her eyebrows. Seemingly two birds were stuck mid-air, just floating. She rubbed her eyes, 
‘Kinda cliche’, Anna thought before she looked back out the window. The two birds still sat mid 
air. Anna stared for about seven minutes before she was convinced that time had stopped. She 
frantically looked around, ‘Water wouldn't be able to flow.. Right? So that means, if I turn on the 
tap it won't flow.’ She thought as she ran toward the 
kitchen. She turned the tap on full, and just as she had thought. Nothing came out.

She thought back to the mirror, it must've been the mirror. Even though Anna had thought of a lot 
of things she could’ve done, She wanted clarification on if it was the mirror or not. She pulled the 
steps leading up to the attic down, Anna took a deep breath and started climbing. She looked 
back at the mirror, Nothing had happened to it. Except her 
reflection was gone. Anna shuddered and prepared herself for what would come next. She 
reached her finger out and tapped on the mirror's glass slightly. The wave of pain she was ready 
for but it was 3 times worse. Anna fell to the floor almost instantly this time, The bang against the 
floor was more violent this time.

Anna awoke to the robotic beep of her alarm, Now she knew it was the mirror. She thought of 
what she could do if she did it again. All day she pondered, until finally she went back up and 
stared at the mirror. She hesitantly reached her hand out. She paused for a second and slowly 
tapped the glass again…
 
Written by Tai Benefield, Yr 8

Sports

Trainings
Sports

Teams are sorted... 
Trainings are all go...  

Make sure you keep your 
fitness up over the 

holidays, so you are good to go 
once competition starts next term!



Piopio College
Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app:

To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search
‘Skool Loop’ & choose Piopio College once installed.

If you would like to advertise on the Piopio 
College Skool Loop App please email 
Content@skoolloop.com

Piopio College is excited to be a part of the Fuel for Schools programme. 
 It’s very simple.  Northfuels customers can nominate a participating school to receive    50 cents for 
every 100L of bulk fuel they have delivered.  So as you keep your wheels turning you are giving back to 
your local community too, and we’d love your support! 

Once a participating school reaches their $1,000 target / goal they can redeem from the 40 plus technol-
ogy and sports packages on offer.  It’s just that simple.  The more people involved and nominating our 
school the sooner we will be rewarded. 

 Talk to our local Account Manager Kelly Brears for more information on the Fuel for Schools programme, 
fuel, tanks, health and safety or any of your bulk fuel requirements, she’s happy to pop out and have a 
chat!
Mobile: 027 208 4388
kelly.brears@northfuels.co.nz 
www.northfuels.co.nz


