
On “Revolver” (Capital Records, 1966), the Beatles sang “Tax Man”
“If you drive a car I’ll tax the street
If you try to sit I’ll tax your seat
If you get too cold I’ll tax the heat
If you take a walk I’ll tax your feet”

The CCH version of the Income Tax Act 2004 (and related revenue legislation) has 
reached four volumes in 2006. A triumph for the paper industry, but it is hardly a tribute 
to the promise of the late Hon Trevor de Cleene MP, former Minister of Revenue in the 
Lange led Labour Government, that his Government’s tax reform programmes would 
“soon” put us all out of business. Forty years on from the 1976 Act, that some of us 
cut our teeth upon, the “Tax Man” is everywhere and his infl uence is profound across 
business life generally. At approximately six monthly intervals, the web spreads as the 
Government introduces new rules to Parliament, of which the taxation of foreign equity 
investments is the most recent controversial example (provoking full page newspaper 
advertisements, addressed to the Prime Minister).

This conference brings six topics of basic importance to lawyers and their clients. The 
Commissioner has formidable enforcement powers, but the objective of an enlightened 
tax administration is the promotion of community wide accurate self-assessment. The 
production of such a system requires a high level of technical expertise and knowledge 
on the part of practitioners, and a pragmatic, effi cient revenue administration. It is 
gratifying that the presenters – recognised experts in tax practice in New Zealand, joined 
by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue – have readily agreed to assist practitioners 
extend their knowledge and understanding of what are complex matters. These are quite 
outstanding teachers. 

The topics followed from the Law Society’s survey of its membership – these were clear 
preferences. Please join us in Auckland. There is a serious risk that you may both learn a 
lot and also enjoy the experience.

Dr Geoff Harley
Barrister

Wellington
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